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SUMMARY

This document provides an overview of the contents of the upcoming book/DVD release titled ‘Laurel

& Hardy — After the Laughter’, which will chronicle the final years of Stan Laurel and Oliver Hardy,
and offer an affectionate and intimate look into the daily lives of the elderly comedians.

After having to end their last British tour ahead of schedule, the boys return to the United States
in June of 1954. A planned television comeback never happens due to both men’s failing health.
Although Stan is the first to suffer a stroke, it was ‘Babe’ Hardy who departs first, after a long and
debilitating illness, in August of 1957.

Devastated by the loss of his dear friend and comedy partner of 30 years, Stan never performs
again. Instead, he moves into a brand-new Santa Monica apartment building facing the Pacific Ocean,
where he spents the rest of his days writing letters and entertaining the occasional visitor while observing
a new generation discover Laurel & Hardy on TV, wondering whatever became of ‘Stan & Ollie’.

This impressive tome is the result of years of in-depth research by three dedicated authors who
are lifelong fans and have combined their knowledge, insights and extensive collections to compile an
extraordinary resource that takes the reader back in time to the 1950s and beyond, while faithfully
reconstructing the daily lives of both men through news articles, correspondence, private documents
and personal objects that once belonged to these comedy giants.

In addition, the authors have gathered a wealth of rare and remarkable photographs, some of
which have never before been seen or published.

On top of that, the accompanying DVD will offer rare bonus audio and footage, including home
movies and several candid conversations with Stan and his widow Ida, which will be presented here for
the very first time.

Please note that none of the images in the actual book will be watermarked!

LAUREL & HARDY - After the Laughter
Copyright © & ® 2022 MMXXII by Nico Cartenstadt, Michael Ehret & Tyler St. Mark
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PART 1— A Partnership Ends

Prologue

A Brief Overview of Their Joint Career (1920-1952)

B efore starting to tell our main story, we offer a very concise summary of their career, from their first
on-screen encounter in The Lucky Dog (1920-21) to their final feature Atoll K (1951), as well as

their theatrical tours.

LE I¥ GRAND FILM FRANCAIS

Laurel & Hardy

Liurel & Hardy

Aler the Laughier

[THE LUCKY DOG"|

Mrs. Laurel and Mrs. Hardy

A tip of the derby to the two most important people in the lives of our heroes: Stan’s fourth wife Ida and

Oliver’s third spouse Lucille.

Liwrel & Hardy
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Chapter |

Career Winding Down (1953-1954)

ur main story begins where many books about Laurel & Hardy conclude: it recounts how their
Ocareer came to an end, and chronicles what happened afterwards. Contrary to Oliver Hardy, who
only wrote letters on rare occasions, Stan Laurel was a prolific letter writer and loved corresponding with
friends and fans throughout his life — his countless letters provide a treasure trove of information about
a wide variety of subjects, both professional and personal. The book contains numerous extracts from

his letters, essentially making him the fourth author.

Topics include:
e Their last UK theatrical tour (1953-54) e This Is Your Life (December 1, 1954)
e Return to the United States e US release of their last film, Atoll K, as Utopia

e Last joint public appearance

Laurel & Hardy

(ter the Linghier




Attempted Comeback (1955-1956)

In January 1955, following
their surprise appearance on
‘This Is Your Life’, Laurel &
Hardy felt ready to tackle
television, and were
negotiating with Hal Roach,
Jr., who was now in charge of
their old studio, to make four
one-hour TV shows a year. It
would have been nice for the
boys to come full circle and
end their joint film career
where it had started almost
30 years earlier. It seemed a

good time for Stan and Oliver

Laurel & Hardy

Liker the Laughier 3253

to go back into the studio after several years of exhausting touring abroad.

Topics include:

e Comic book deal

e Laurel & Hardy’s Fabulous Fables
e Return to Hal Roach Studios

o Lake Laurel and Hardy

e Stan suffers a stroke

This Is Music Hall: the boys say goodbye to their
friends and fans

Last footage and photographs of Stan and Babe
together

Oliver suffers a stroke

;unr & Il.u |h
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Chapter 2

Bye-Bye Babe (1957)

liver Hardy’s death at the age of 65 on August 7, 1957 marked the end of a 30-year-old friend-
and partnership.

Topics include:

Babe'’s ilinesses and death

Stan’s reaction to his friend’s demise
e Oliver’s will

Laurel & Wardy
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Chapter 3

On to the Oceana (1957-1958)

fter Stan’s stroke, his house on 1111 Franklin Street eventually became too big and cumbersome
Afor Stan and Ida to maintain. So they decided to rent it, and after staying at the Shangri-La
Apartment Hotel for a month, they moved into a brand-new fully furnished beach apartment at 25406 "2
Malibu Road, Malibu, California on June 22, 1957. However, Stan soon found out that TV reception was
very poor there, and not very many people came to see them. On June 18, 1958, he and Ida moved into
a second-floor apartment at The Oceana in Santa Monica, where Stan would happily live out the rest of
his days.

|
o |
Note you were leaving to straighten out matter in Nova Scotia.hope you
have a nice trip - should be interesting to see the property. ‘
We finally decided on an apt.in Santa Monica & will move in there June
I5th. The address is:- 849,0cean Avenue,Santa Monica ("The Oceana Hotel"
its an expencsive joint,but we got a pretty good deal for a years
lease — the place 1s brand new & faces the ocean (about 3 blocks North
of Wilshire) you probably know the location. The apt.contains large
living room, Dinette,modern kitchen,bedroom & two bathrooms (One is
private in bedroom).Swimming pool in the Court,two elevators from
garage to all floors .Utilities are included - Gas,Electric & Water,akse
a 2Iin. new Philco TV in each apt. so think we shall be very happy there
Hope we shall be seeing you sometime.
Eda joins in love & begg.gagg ﬁaregof %ourself.
0 ck & God Bless. aneol & Har
e Laurel & |1|l|i|_'|.

6?‘“0:_/

/

Wler e Laugiier

Topics include:
e Santa Monica’s Gold Coast
e Santa Monica’s parks
e Santa Monica Pier
e Ocean Avenue through

years

e The Oceana Aparment Hotel
e The Laurels move to Malibu

e The Golden Age of Comedy

¢ Move to the Oceana



PART 2 — Stan at the Oceana
Chapter 1

Retired, Reserved, Reclusive and Restless (1959-1964)
The bulk of the book encompasses the six-and-a-half years spent by Stan and Ida at The Oceana
Apartment Hotel in Santa Monica. We have attempted to reconstruct their lives almost on a day-to-

day-basis, also offering additional information on important events that occurred during that time.

Topics include:

Mr. Laurel's many moods: insights into
Stan’s psyche

Stan’s daily routine

Stan’s health and his struggle with
diabetes and various other ailments

It's a Mad, Mad, Mad, Mad World

Stan’s voice

Hal Roach Studios bankruptcy

Stan’s tape recorders and typewriter
Tabloid trouble

The Bellboy and Stan’s friendship with
Jerry Lewis

Lucille remarries

Stan’s dealings with Larry Harmon:
cartoon series, merchandising,...

John McCabe’s biography is published

Stan receives his honorary Oscar (AKA Mr.
Clean)

Stan quits smoking

The Movieland Wax Museum opens
(1962)

30 Years of Fun

Hal Roach Studio auction and demolition
(1963)

Fan mail keeps flooding in

Stan receives the Screen Actors Guild
Award

Stan’s last birthday

Hospitalized

The Big Parade of Comedy

Laarel & liardy > 3
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Chapter 5

Home Movies
This part of the book offers descriptions and screenshots of every home movie taken of Stan between
1959 and 1964 with the stories behind those visits.

Laturel & Hardy . 7' : Liturel & Hardy
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And even MORE rare footage!



Chapter 6

Visitor Stories

Recollections and snapshots from fans, friends and celebrities who visited Stan and Ida at the

Oceana. These include, in alphabetical order:

e Gary Arnold ﬂ:1-l.lﬁMEMW

Liger the Laughter

e Dick Cavett

e Booth Colman

e Bob Dickson

e Dean Kaner

e Buster Keaton

o Jerry Lewis

e Babe London

o George Mazzey, Sr.
e Marcel Marceau
o Lisa Mitchell

e Leonard Pitt

e Gerald Potterton
e Dick Van Dyke

o Basil Wright

e and many, many more!

Liturel

& lardy




Chapter ¢

Pen Pals

Some of Stan’s friends never made it to the Oceana to meet him in person, but nevertheless
managed to build a long-term long-distance friendship with him through their correspondence. This
chapter spotllghts three of them: Trevor Gollins, Richard Sloan and Edmund Tester.

I I.imrr_l E»r lrdy
]ﬁstan il I--.||| inghier

aurel

849 OCEAN AVENUE
SANTA MONICA, CALIF.

T NTRODUCT T QN

THE FOLLOWING PAGES CONTAIN LETTERS I HAVE WRIITEN

TO MY FRIEND RICHARD SLOAN THRU' THE YEARS WE HAVE

BEEN CORRESPONDING & IN RETURN I WAS ALWAYS HAPPY

TO KEAD HIS WARM & FRIENDLY LEITERS, & DEEPLY APPRECIATED

HIS SINCERE INTEREST & LOVE FOR THE COMEDY TEAM OF

" T 1) "

LAUREL & HARDY". ¢ qu i qyIs OPPORTUNITY TO THANK YOU
RICHARD FOR THE KINDLY THOUGHT & SENTIMENT TP PRESERVE,IN THIS
MANNER,, THESE LETTERS WHICH REPRESENT OUR FRIENDSHIP.

=P Louetl

STAN LAUREL.

Lurel & Hardy

Liger the Laughter




Chapter §

The End... Or Is It? (1965)

n the early 1960s, Stan’s health seemed to be somewhat improving because he had, for the most
Ipart, given up tobacco after a half century of chain smoking, and his drinking had been greatly
curtailed, reduced to an occasional beer in the afternoon or a cocktail at dinner.

However, during his last two years, Stan seemed to confront one health issue after another —
particularly his diabetes condition which was often aggravated by his intense sweet tooth and particular
preference for exotic and rich chocolate candies.

By the last few months of his life, Stan’s regular daily routine had greatly diminished. His
marathon hours of watching television during the evening, particularly westerns and variety shows, had

dwindled to just a few hours at night.

During Stan’s last eight

Heart Attack Takes Stan laurel 74

Santa Monica, Calif., Feb. 23 (UPI)—Stan Laurel,
74, skinny member 01 the Laurel and Ilmd\ c(:mul\ team,
died today of a heart attack.

weeks, his and Ida’s sleeping habits

became reversed as he struggled

. . . |[L ”n’uul a heart attack at \wu]d find the ]I"({IFLlLiﬁLﬁ pair
restlessly with his worsening 2 palisade overlook: | at odds with authority—whether
g }‘.h““ . fl'dwi' it was an irate ls |m’|r-|:! a hatch-
g 5 e
condition. Stan had now become the by i ide. "~ il
Retived -since 1955 when he | hief of police.
suffered a stroke, Laurel was a Inevitably, they were losers.

— Often Watching teleViSion victim of diabetes in. his later | And just as inevitably their films
years. He refused to appear in| wers winners at the box office.

public after the death in 1957 T i diewee c il mok

of his longtime partner, Omer'
Hardy. share in the millions made at the

. |thLaure| made m]!hon}f lz Laurel & “I“m :‘m:‘ da:}d for TV rights.
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Stock Laurel and Hardy- fare | trizal family. S R T

night owl

into the early morning hours before

now not unusual for Ida to wake him

films are shown regularly
vision and in theatres in
parts of the world.

the next morning for his insulin test | was born Arthur Stan-

Stan Laurel

before moving him into the bedroom o Brad:Faduout

for a few hours of additional sleep. — mEEE S
Topics include:
e Infection in Stan’s mouth

e Stan’s last letters and photographs

I, STAN Lam REL, a resident of the County of Los
l.nl:lr‘on—ia, over eighteen years of age,
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Goodbye Stan
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e Stan’s last day
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o Estate settlement
e Salute to Stan Laurel




Part 5 — A Legacy of Langhter
Chapter 9

A New Beginning: Sons of the Desert (1963-2021)

N
N
@ {
LLKiLeoreE_

D iscover the genesis and history of the Sons of the Desert, the Laurel & Hardy appreciation society
which began locally in New York and now has chapters, called tents, the world over.

Topics include:

e The first official Laurel & Hardy club (France, 1935)

e Local Laurel & Hardy clubs in the 1950s

e John McCabe founds the Sons of the , BTk B
Desert with Stan’s blessing (1964) e kb

o First meeting of the Founding Tent '
(1965)

e Other early tents in the USA and
Europe (1965-1985)

e Annual banquets

e IdaLaurel and Lucille Hardy Price pass

away
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Laughing with Mr. Laurel

Appendix I

Stan loved to laugh. In his later years, he not only kept dreaming up and writing down Laurel & Hardy
gags and dialogues for his own amusement, but also enjoyed collecting and sharing silly, bawdy

and dirty jokes with his close friends. In our book’s first appendix, we have compiled an anthology of

such jokes, taken from his letters. This section also includes funny captions that Stan wrote on stills, as

well as modern cartoon / comic book versions of several unpublished gags, courtesy of Alessandro

Santi.

The Man who Gives in

Laure & i en He is Right,
Alter the Laughter

eak, Spineless
#&8ond Married.

APARTMENT HOTEL

=\ [CeCeallal

d a gag which I thought mey be

discovered & tramp hiding under
irst but her stomach's been on the

his already.
or continued success.

Laurel & Hardy e gt

Citer the Langhier

Managed by

The Ban Haeht Ca
Hollywonod & Vine
Hellywood, Callf

B49 OCEAN AVENUE, SANTA MONICA, CALIFORNIA - EXBROOK 3-0486

30 WH(
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Appendix 2

Conversations with Stan: Audio Transcripts

In the closing section of our book, we offer transcripts with explanatory notes of three phone
conversations between Stan and Richard Sloan, which, along with lots of other audio and video

material, are released on the accompanying DVD for the very first time.

| & Hardy

Liter the Linghier

23

In the immortal words spoken by the boys in Sons of the Desert (1933):

Ollie: “That’s all there is. There isn’'t any more! Is there, Stanley?”

Stan: “No, that’s our story and we’re stuck in it... with it.”

We are confident that this voluminous book will stand for all time as the definitive account of the last
chapter in the lives of Laurel & Hardy.

Most sincerely,

Nico Cartenstadt, Michael Ehret & Tyler St. Mark
The authors
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To whom it may concern

The authors of ‘Laurel & Hardy — After the Laughter’ are lifelong Laurel & Hardy fans and collectors
who have dedicated many years to researching the real men behind the screen clowns. They have
now combined their talents and knowledge gained over multiple decades to bring you the full story of

the final years of Stan and Babe.

Below is a short list of some of their past accomplishments:

Nico
[ ]

Lives in Belgium

Author of various articles
on Laurel & Hardy
Reconstructed ‘No
Man’s Law’, a 1927 Hal
Roach western to its
original feature length
Co-author of ‘Spot On!
An Audiovisual Account

Michael

Lives in Germany
Consultant and re-
searcher  for  such
documentaries as ‘Lau-
rel and Hardy: Their
Lives and

‘Harold Lloyd:
wood’s Timeless Come-

dy Genius’ and ‘The Lot

Magic’,
Holly-

Tyler

Lives in the USA
Publisher and producer
Writer of acclaimed short
stories and screenplays
The first person ever to
portray an elderly Stan in
a 90-minute one-man
stage show called ‘An
Evening With Mr. Laurel’

of Laurel & Hardy’s 1952 of Fun: Where the e Longtime friend of Stan’s

British Tour’ Movies  Learned to daughter Lois Laurel
e DVD artwork for ‘A Star- Laugh’ Hawes

Spangled Show’ e Co-author of ‘Spot On! e Has been an actor,

e Founder and Grand An Audiovisual Account lifeguard and has also
Sheik of the Bogus of Laurel & Hardy’s 1952 had careers in public
Bandits Tent British Tour’ relations and advertising

Laurel & Hardy
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